REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
December 18, 2014


Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi 
Absent:

None
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

There were no communications.

***************
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Glasser gave the Police Department report in full for the month of November stating that Sgt. Dill just completed a fourteen week Command and Leadership Course which is a very detailed course for Supervision within the Police Department.  He also thanked everyone involved in the Tree Lighting Ceremony and the Veteran’s organization for the December 7th ceremony at the beach.  He also reported that there is a bill pending to help the Atlantic City Casinos by having the rest of the municipalities pay more which he will be talking to the Mayor’s Association about, but meanwhile he would like to send a letter on behalf of the City opposing this legislation.  Council agreed.  Mayor Glasser also thanked Councilman Triboletti for his six years of service to the City, as this is his last meeting.  He stated that he has been on the Planning Board as the Council representative and on various committees and will be missed.  Mayor Glasser wished everyone a happy holiday and a Merry Christmas.

Administrator’s Report
Stormwater Report
Administrator Swain gave the Stormwater report in full stating that Somers Point is a Tier A community because of its proximity to the coast.  He reported that in 2004 Somers Point implemented a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and adopted a Stormwater Management Plan; and in 2006 the City adopted a Stormwater Control Ordinance.  He advised that the Stormwater Management Plan has been periodically updated since 2004.  He also reported that in conjunction with Stormwater pollution management we have also adopted ordinances that regulate pet waste disposal, littering, improper waste disposal, wildlife feeding, yard waste, illicit connections to the Stormwater systems and dumpsters.  He reported that approximately 60% of our water pollution problems are attributable to Stormwater pollution, and Stormwater pollution can often be linked to our daily activities and lifestyles, explaining that it is important that we make an effort to keep pollutants out of the Stormwater system.

Administrator Swain reported the determination and award of bond anticipation notes as follows:

Purchase Price:
$675,000
Township of South Brunswick
0.80%
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Administrator’s Report (Continued)

Purchase Price

$984,645.40
TD Security, LLC


1.02%


Purchase Price

$1,064.717
TD Security, LLC


1.03%

***************

Committee Reports

There were no Committee Reports given.
***************

Minutes

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 20, 2014 were approved by a 6-0 vote with Councilman Smith abstaining as he was not present.
***************

ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 32
M/S - D’Adamo/Tapp

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.  Ordinance No. 32 was then adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

CITY OF SOMERS POINT

Ordinance No. 32 of 2014

An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Sections A266-1, A266-2 A, A226-9, and A266-15.C. of the City Council Bylaws in Chapter A266 of the Municipal Code of the City of Somers Point changing the time of the Annual Reorganization Meeting, referencing the then current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, and fixing the time and procedure for the presentation of ordinances to the Mayor; and Repealing All Ordinances Heretofore Adopted the Provisions of Which are Inconsistent Herewith.

                                         FIRST READING:         November 20, 2014
PUBLICATION:
      November 26, 2014
FINAL PASSAGE:
      December 18, 2014

***************

Waiver of 48-Hour Rule
The 48-Hour Rule was waived unanimously in order to consider Resolution No. 219.
***************
RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
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Resolutions

Resolution No. 198
M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 198 of 2014
Subject:
Tax Overpayment Refund

WHEREAS, the below listed overpayment for the year designated is held in reserve by the City of Somers Point; and


WHEREAS, the property was 2014 third quarter was paid by the property owner and by the mortgage company creating an overpayment, and; 


WHEREAS, the property owner has requested the overpayment be refunded to them,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the following overpayment be refunded to the property owner.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector and the Finance Officer by the City Clerk.

Block

Lot

Property Owner

    Amount 
Year

1938

12.01

Charles & Marianne Contini       1,335.08
2014

***************
Resolution No. 201

M/S - D’Adamo/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 201 of 2014

Subject:  Reducing Sewer Utility Bill due to outside sprinkler


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Somers Point may make adjustments in Sewer Utility billings in such cases as it deems appropriate; and


WHEREAS, Platt’s Furniture has requested that their 2014 Sewer Utility bill be adjusted because the charges on their commercial account include water used by an outside sprinkler system; and


WHEREAS, the Tax Collector/Sewer Utility Collector has verified that the increased water consumption due to the outside sprinkler system has impacted this sewer account and the business is not a water consuming business and only has one bathroom which consumes water.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, the Sewer Utility bill for Platt’s Furniture is hereby reduced by the sum of $4,400.00, along with any interest accrued on that amount.

***************
Resolution No. 202
M/S - Tapp/Dill
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
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Resolution No. 202 (Continued)


No. 202 of 2014

Subject:  Reducing Sewer Utility Bill due to outside leak


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Somers Point may make adjustments in Sewer Utility billings in such cases as it deems appropriate; and


WHEREAS, Paul Hierholzer and Laura Janes have requested that their 2014 Sewer Utility bill be adjusted because the charges on their commercial account include water used by an outside spigot leak; and


WHEREAS, the Tax Collector/Sewer Utility Collector has verified that the increased water consumption due to the outside spigot leak is significantly different from the historical usage and has calculated the difference between the 2014 billing and the historical billing of that account. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, the Sewer Utility bill for Paul Hierholzer and Laura Janes is hereby reduced by the sum of $1,480.00 along with any interest accrued on that amount.

***************
Resolution No. 203
M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present. 

No. 203 of 2014

Subject:  Reducing Sewer Utility Bill due to broken meter


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Somers Point may make adjustments in Sewer Utility billings in such cases as it deems appropriate; and


WHEREAS, Mario and Theresa Suarez have requested that their 2014 Sewer Utility bill be adjusted because the charges on their commercial account include water used that was charged and subsequently reimbursed to them by NJ American Water Company due to a broken meter that had to be replaced; and


WHEREAS, the Tax Collector/Sewer Utility Collector has verified that the increased water consumption due to the broken meter is significantly different from the historical usage and has calculated the difference between the 2014 billing and the historical billing of that account.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, the Sewer Utility bill for Mario and Theresa Suarez is hereby reduced by the sum of $1,480.00, along with any interest accrued on that amount.

***************

Resolution No. 204

M/S - Tapp/D’Adamo

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No.  204 of 2014

Subject:

Dedication by Rider – Somers Point Arts Commission
Introduced by:
Councilman McGuigan

Whereas, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a county or municipality when the revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and  
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Resolutions No. 204 (Continued)

Whereas, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may approve expenditures of moneys by dedication by rider; and


Whereas, in accordance with Ordinance No. 13 of 2006 City Council established the Somers Point Arts Commission, whose membership will be approved by Council from year to year; and 

Whereas, the function of the Arts Commission is to provide, promote and cultivate the Arts in Somers Point through support and coordination of community resources and such additional primary and lesser functions, purposes and goals as may from time to time be determined by City Council by resolution; and

Whereas, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 authorizes and empowers any local unit to accept bequests, legacies and gifts made to it and to utilize such bequests, legacies and gifts in the manner set forth in the conditions of the bequest, legacy or gift; and

Whereas,  bequests, legacies and gifts may be made to the Somers Point Arts Commission in order to fund the activities and projects of the Commission.


Now Therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, New Jersey as follows:

1. The City Council does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 for the exclusive purpose of depositing and expending funds made available by bequests, legacies and gifts to the Somers Point Arts Commission in order to fund the activities and projects of the Commission.

2. The City Clerk is hereby directed to forward two copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

***************
Resolution No. 209

M/S - Dill/D’Adamo
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 209 of 2014

Subject:
Change Order – Contract No. 30 – 2014 Road Program


WHEREAS,  in accordance with Resolution 149 of 2014, A.E. Stone, Inc. of Egg Harbor Township, NJ was awarded the contract for the 2014 Road Program for the sum of $671,000.00; and

WHEREAS,  during the course of construction changes were made to reflect as-built quantities; and

WHEREAS,  the City Engineer has recommended approval of these changes; and

WHEREAS,  those changes have resulted in a change of the contract amount as follows:


Base Contract




$671,000.00
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Change order 1


(to reflect as-built quantities)


$ 15,504.08


Revised Contract Amount


$686,504.08


Total Deduction: $0
Total Additional: $15,504.08
Net Change: 2.31%

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the above listed change to the contract for 2014 Road Program is hereby approved and that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute all documents in this regard on behalf of the City.
                               ***************
Resolution No. 210

M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
No. 210 of 2014

Subject:  
Acknowledging Terms and Conditions of Participation in the South Jersey Power Co-Operative Natural Gas Purchase

Proposed by:
Council President Kern
             Whereas, The City of Somers Point is a member of the South Jersey Power Co-Operative; and

             Whereas, on October 16, 2014 Camden County, as the lead for the South Jersey Power Co-Operative,  received bids for the purchase of the commodity Natural Gas for a two (2) year period from December 2014 to November 2016; and

             Whereas, the winning bidder was  Woodruff Energy US, LLC for a “city gate” rate of $6.128 per dekatherm for the two year period; and


Whereas, the billing shall be based upon the applicable Local Distribution Company’s meter reading by location, and invoice payment terms will be twenty (20) day; and

Whereas, the City of Somers Point will be enrolled in this contract with Woodruff Energy US, LLC.
             Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby acknowledges the terms and conditions of the cooperative purchase in accordance with the conditions outlined herein.
***************
Resolution No. 211
M/S - Triboletti/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.  Later in the meeting, prior to the Consent Agenda, Council reopened Resolution No. 211 and Councilman Dill made a motion, seconded by Councilman Triboletti, to amend Resolution No. 211 of 2014 to add to the second paragraph, second line, after the words Municipal Code, as follows:  “as supplemented and amended by Ordinance No. 32 of 2014”.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote of those present.
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Resolution No. 211 (Continued)

 No. 211 of 2014 (As amended)
Fixing the Date of the 

Annual Organization Meeting of the

Somers Point City Council

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 40-45A-1 provides that a municipality in which any of the members of the governing body are elected for terms commencing on January 1 may, by ordinance, fix the date and time of its annual reorganization meeting at a specified day and hour during the first week of January; and

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 5 of 1988 which has been codified as Section A266-2 in the Somers Point Municipal Code as supplemented and amended by Ordinance No 32 of 2014, the annual organization meeting of the City Council is to be held commencing at 7:00 p.m. on a weeknight during the first week in January.
Now, therefore, it is hereby RESOLVED that the 2014 Organization Meeting of the Somers Point City Council shall be held on January 5, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers; and

It is further, RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall cause a public notice of the Organization Meeting to be posted and published in compliance with the requirements of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. 

***************
Resolution No. 212
M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

CITY OF SOMERS POINT

RESOLUTION NO. 212 of 2014

RATIFYING THE PARTICIPATION WITH THE CITY OF OCEAN CITY IN FILING A GRANT APPLICATION WITH THE NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION - HURRICANE SANDY COASTAL RESILIENCY COMPETITIVE GRANTS PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A COOPERATIVE SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF OCEAN CITY TO ADMINISTER SUCH GRANT PROCEEDS AS MAY BE RECEIVED AND DISBURSED 
WHEREAS, the City of Ocean City identified an opportunity to file an application with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation under that Foundation’s Hurricane Sandy Coastal Resiliency Competitive Grants Program; and

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point had been exploring opportunities to evaluate the nature and extent of damage caused to the Bay channels due to the devastation caused by Super Storm Sandy; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ocean City determined that by including the City of Somers Point as  a participant in the Grant Application the application would be enhanced allowing for a more competitive funding position; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council authorized the City Administrator to pursue the opportunity of joint participation; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Ocean City did file an application with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation on behalf of itself and the City of Somers Point, which received letters of support from the Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine Research Reserve Coastal Education Center, the 
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Resolution No. 212 (Continued)

New Jersey Association of Floodplain Managers, the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Coastal and Land Use Planning, and Congressman Frank A. LoBiondo; and

WHEREAS, through grant funding a bathymetric survey was performed to identify the scope of dredging necessary to restore the channels to their proper depth necessary for access for boat traffic to ensure the continued economic viability of our shore community which is dependent upon boating, fishing and other water related activities; and

WHEREAS, the Georgetown University Climate Center has released a report that more than half of American states have not taken any steps to address the threats posed by climate change, leaving them vulnerable to predicted flooding, drought and wildfire, and leaving taxpayers on the hook for the cleanup; and

WHEREAS, this governing body has been proactive in formulating flood damage protection measures to address the rising sea levels, lowering land levels, and greater frequency of storms with more intense water fall in order to provide resiliency in the face of future storms and climate change; and 

WHEREAS,  historically, based on an Army Corp of Engineer report, the rule of thumb has been that each 2.7 miles of marsh knocks down the storm surge by 1 foot; and

WHEREAS, the dredging project will assess, restore, enhance, and create wetlands to help protect our inland community from storm surge, and raising the elevation of the wetlands will help to mitigate the impact of future storms, and naturally occurring events, on fish and wildlife species and the invaluable habitat the wetlands themselves represent; and

WHEREAS, through adoption of Emergency Appropriation Resolution 137 – 2014 and enactment of Bond Ordinance 25 of 2014 the governing body has provided the mechanism to fund the City’s share of the matching grant; and

WHEREAS, dredging of the channel is an integral and essential element of the City’s Vision Plan and Master Plan revision; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1., the New Jersey Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act authorizes municipalities to enter into agreements for, among other things, to receive whatever State or federal aid or grants that may be available for the joint purposes and to make and perform any agreements and contracts that are necessary or convenient in connection with the application for, procurement, acceptance, or disposition of such State or federal aid or grants; and

WHEREAS, this governing body is committed to pursuing this opportunity

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby 


A) Approves and ratifies the action of the City Administrator and City Grants person in authorizing the City of Ocean City to include the City of Somers Point as a participant in the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - Hurricane Sandy Coastal Resiliency Competitive Grants Program;


B) Authorizes the Mayor to execute an deliver a Cooperative Shared Services Agreement with the City of Ocean City for the administration and distribution of the Grant Funds substantially in the form attached hereto as ATTACHMENT 1 subject to any modifications deemed necessary or desirable by the City Solicitor and the City  Administrator; and


C) Authorizes the City Administrator, the Mayor, the City Clerk, and the City Engineer to take such further action as may be necessary to effectuate the intent of this Resolution; and 

It is further, RESOLVED, that the execution of the Cooperative Shared Services Agreement is conditioned upon the delivery of a comparable Resolution adopted by the governing body of the City of Ocean City.
***************

Resolution No. 213

M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
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No. 213 of 2014

AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR AND CITY SOLICITOR TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE CITY OF OCEAN CITY FOR THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THREE (3) SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENTS SUBJECT TO FINAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY EACH RESPECTIVE CITY COUNCIL 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature enacted the Common Sense Shared Services Pilot Program Act codified as N.J.S. 40A:65-1 et seq. and declared in N.J.S. 40A:65-13 that it is the intent of the Legislature to facilitate and promote shared service agreements, and therefore the grant of power under sections 1 through 35 of P.L.2007, c.63 (C.40A:65-1 through C.40A:65-35) is intended to be as broad as is consistent with general law; and

WHEREAS, in N.J.S. 40A:65-4 the enabling act specifies that any local unit may enter into an agreement with any other local unit or units to provide or receive any service that each local unit participating in the agreement is empowered to provide or receive within its own jurisdiction, including services incidental to the primary purposes of any of the participating local units including services from licensed or certified professionals required by statute to be appointed; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have encouraged the examination of areas of municipal operations may be appropriate for the sharing of services; and

WHEREAS,  because the City of Somers Point is a Civil Service municipality the ability to enter into shared services agreements is constrained and rendered more difficult; and

WHEREAS, the City Administrator and Confidential Assistant City Administrator have explored potential areas which may be appropriate candidates for entering into a shared service agreement or agreements which may provide cost savings to the City and its taxpayers

Now, therefore, it is hereby RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the City Administrator and the Confidential Assistant City Administrator with the assistance and counsel of the City Solicitor are authorized to negotiate terms and conditions of agreements for the following shared services:


1) Somers Point Personnel to service and maintain the waste water pumping station 
at the Rt. 52 Causeway Visitor’s Center on behalf of the City of Ocean City;


2) Ocean City personnel to service certain vehicles on behalf of the City of Somers 
Point; and


3) Ocean City personnel to provide certain Information Technology services on 
behalf of the City of Somers Point; and 

It is further, RESOLVED, that if the economic analysis demonstrates a savings to the City of Somers Point and its taxpayers, the terms of each such shared service agreement which shall be recommended by the City Administrator shall be presented to this governing body together with a form of Shared Service Agreement for review and consideration; and

It is further, RESOLVED, that if this governing body approves one or more of the proposed agreements by resolution, the execution and delivery of such Agreement shall be subject to the adoption of a comparable resolution by the governing body of the City of Ocean City.
***************
Resolution No. 214

M/S - Smith/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

RESOLUTION NO. 214 of 2014

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF TRANSPORATION PROBLEM STATEMENTS CONCERNING VARIOUS LOCAL TRAFFIC ISSUES TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Somers Point want to insure that the streets within our community operate in a safe manner for vehicular and pedestrian traffic; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) has supported the City’s effort to enhance highway safety throughout the community by funding the development of a comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Study; and
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WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Somers Point desires investigation by the NJDOT) of transportation and pedestrian problems which have been identified at the following problem intersections: 



• U.S. Route 9 at Connecticut Avenue;



• U.S. Route 9 at Groveland Avenue; and



• U.S. Route 9 at N.J. Route 52 / West Laurel Drive; and

WHEREAS, each of the referenced NJDOT Transportation Problem Statement forms with attachments prepared in the form required by NJDOT are on file in the Office of the Somers Point City Clerk and are available for inspection during normal business hours; and

WHEREAS, each of the above intersections are within the jurisdiction of the New Jersey Department of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, a Circulation Study has been completed and has identified issues at these problem intersections and various actions have been taken or plans prepared which support the goals and objectives set forth in the Problem Statements which include the following:


•
The Somers Point Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation Study funded 

by the NJDOT's Local Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning Assistance 


Program,


•
The Somers Point 2012 Vision Plan, 


•
The Somers Point Master Plan Update,

· Safe Routes to School Program supported by the Somers Point Board of Education in Resolution #SP 1314 0001 and by the Somers Point City Council in Resolution No. 215 of 2013; and


•
Support for the objectives of NJDOT's Complete Streets Policy 

adopted in December 2009 and the Somers Point Complete Streets Policy adopted 
in 2012; and 

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby acknowledges the efforts of the City Engineer, Greg Schneider of Mott Associates, LLC, the Engineering Firm of Parsons Brinckerhoff and also the NJDOT in providing the funding for the NJDOT's Local Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning Assistance Program which funded the Somers Point Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation Study
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that we do hereby authorize Gregory Schneider, PE, PLS, PP, CME, CFM of Mott Associates, LLC, the City Engineer, and James Rutala of Rutala Associates, LLC to submit to the New Jersey Department of Transportation a Transportation Problem Statement for each of the above identified problem areas; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that copies of this Resolution and the NJDOT Problem Statements shall be provided by the City Clerk to Senator Jim Whelan, Assemblymen Vince Mazzeo and Chris Brown, County Executive Dennis Levinson, and Tim Chelius, Executive Director of the South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization.

***************

Resolution No. 215
M/S - Dill/Triboletti

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

CITY OF SOMERS POINT

RESOLUTION NO. 215 of 2014 (Final Version)
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AUTHORIZING THE EXERCISE OF THE POWER OF EMINENT DOMAIN TO ACQUIRE THE PROPERTY NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE SOMERS POINT BIKE PATH EXTENSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH IN N.J.S. 40:20-3.1 ET SEQ. 

Whereas, the City Engineer has undertaken an examination to determine the necessary route to be followed in order to connect the Somers Point Bike Path to the Route 52 Bridge and to the new South bound span of the Garden State Parkway; and 

Whereas, the Engineer has determined that it is necessary to acquire a portion of land within Block 1815, Lot 1.02 as shown in Attachment 1 which will be the final link to complete a bike path extending Ocean City to Hamilton Township and a NJDOT Bike Route from Cape May to Sandy Hook; and

Whereas, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation (“NJDOT”) has retained the engineering Firm of Parsons Brinkerhoff to undertake a Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Study funded by the NJDOT's Local Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning Assistance Program and has prepared a report which includes recommendations to the City and to the NJDOT and which concur with the findings of the City Engineer; and

Whereas, since at least September of 2013 the City Administrator, various members of Council, and the City Engineer have, from time to time, met with the owner of the subject property in a good faith effort to negotiate for the purchase of the necessary portion of the property in fee simple or by easement; and

Whereas, the discussions have included proposals on behalf of the City to vacate a portion of Braddock Avenue to be used by the owner for parking and transfer of title to a piece of land to be transferred to the City by the Atlantic County Historical Society; and

Whereas, to date, all such efforts have not resulted in any meaningful resolution and time is now of the essence; and

Whereas, the City Engineer has determined that there is no other reasonable alternative route available to complete the connection; and

Whereas, pursuant to N.J.S. 20:3-1 et seq. a governmental entity is granted the authority to exercise the power to acquire private property through the exercise of eminent domain upon compliance with the statutory requirements; and 
Whereas, as a preliminary step in the process the governing body is required to make an offer to the owner of the property proposed to be taken, after giving notice to the owner and an opportunity to accompany the City's appraiser in inspecting the property; and

Whereas, in compliance with N.J.S. 20:3-6 the property owner is to be provided an opportunity to accept the written offer within the period specified in the offer letter which shall not be less than fourteen (14) days from the mailing of the offer; and

Whereas, rejection of the offer or failure to accept the offer within the time specified in the written offer shall be conclusive proof of the inability of the condemnor to acquire the property or possession thereof through negotiations as set forth in N.J.S. 20:3-6

Now, therefore, it is hereby, RESOLVED, that
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1) In order to proceed with a final effort to acquire the necessary property through bona fide negotiations, the City Administrator is authorized and directed to coordinate with 
the City's appraiser, Engineer, and Solicitor to send a letter to the property owner fixing a date for the appraiser to inspect the property and giving the owner the opportunity to be present in compliance with N.J.S. 20:3-6; and


2) Upon receipt of the Appraisal Report the City Administrator is authorized and directed to submit an offer in writing to the owner of the property by certified mail which offer shall be the fair market value determined by the appraiser, and which shall provide an opportunity for the owner to accept or reject the offer within fourteen (14) business days from the date of mailing of the offer; and

It is further, RESOLVED, that in the event the offer is rejected or not accepted within the specified time, the City Solicitor is authorized and directed to file Order to show cause in the Superior Court pursuant to R.4:91 and R. 4:73-1 in order to acquire the property through the exercise of eminent domain which shall include a verified complaint which shall be served upon the property owner and all persons in interest required to be joined in compliance with R. 4:73-2(a); and within fourteen (14) days after filing, shall file a Lis Pendens with the Atlantic County Clerk as required by N.J.S. 20:3-10 and N.J.S. 20:3-2(k).  The Complaint shall petition to have three (3) commissioners appointed to fix the compensation to be paid for the property and to pay into Court the fair market value as determined by the appraiser retained on behalf of the City. 

It is further, RESOLVED, that in the interim period, the City Administrator and the City Engineer are authorized to continue to negotiate in good faith with the owner of the property.
***************

Resolution No. 216

M/S - Tapp/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous roll call vote of those present.

No. 216 of 2014

Subject:
Budget Appropriation Transfer

Introduced by:
Councilman Triboletti, Dill, and Smith


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-1 et.seq. allows the Governing Body to make budget appropriation transfers after November 1st of the budget year to expend for any of the purposes specified in the budget an amount in excess of the respective sums originally appropriated therefor, provided that the resolution is adopted by not less than a two-thirds vote of the full membership thereof.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following budget transfer as specified in this resolution.

Current Fund

From:

Legal Services OE



4-01-20-155-200

$ 10,000

Mayor and Council OE


4-01-20-110-200

     6,000

Sanitation S&W



4-01-26-305-100

   14,000

Code Enforcement OE


4-01-22-200-200

    2,000









Total
$32,000
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To:

Municipal Clerk S&W


4-01-20-120-100

$  6,000

Municipal Clerk OE



4-01-20-120-200

  11,000

Finance OE




4-01-20-130-200

    1,000

Municipal Court S&W


4-01-43-490-100

    7,000

Tax Assessment S&W


4-01-20-150-100

    2,000

Buildings and Grounds OE


4-01-26-310-200

    5,000


     



















Total
$32,000

***************

Resolution No. 218

M/S - Dill/Smith

Councilman Smith thanked Lynn MacEwan for her service here and looks forward to working with Lisa King who has been here for some time and is very qualified.  Mayor Glasser stated that he has known Lynn MacEwan since she was a teenager and she will be missed as our Tax Collector.  He stated that he looks forward to working with Lisa King, our new Tax Collector.  Council wished Lynn the best in her retirement.  Resolution No. 218 was then adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
No. 218 of 2014

Subject:
Appointment of Tax Collector

Introduced by:
Councilmen Tapp, Dill, and Smith


WHEREAS, there is a need to appoint a Tax Collector due to the retirement of Ruth Lynn MacEwan; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Somers Point to advance employees according to their individual merits and in accordance with the New Jersey Civil Service Policies and Procedures; and


WHEREAS, Lisa A. King has been employed in the Somers Point Tax Office for over ten years, and currently serves as the Deputy Tax Collector; and 

WHEREAS, Lisa A. King possesses a current, valid Certified Municipal Tax Collector’s Certificate issued by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-141 and 40A:9-142, and contingent upon Ruth Lynn MacEwan’s retirement,  Lisa A. King is hereby appointed  Tax Collector effective January 1, 2015 for a term which will expire December 31, 2020.

2. In connection with this appointment, Lisa A. King shall perform the duties of Tax Collector (Civil Service code 04124, unclassified), Municipal Tax Search Officer (Civil Service code 05647, unclassified) and Sewer Utility Collector.

3. Lisa A. King’s salary for the performance of these duties shall be $66,300.00 for 2015.

***************
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Resolution No. 219

M/S - Triboletti/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.


No. 219 of 2014
Subject:

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH





THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY SAFE AND SECURE




COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE




DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT




OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Introduced By:
Council President Kern



WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point wishes to apply for funding for a project under the Safe and Secure Communities Program (Grant #P-6149-15); and


WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the accompanying application and has approved said request; and


WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the City of Somers Point for the purpose described in the application.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, that:

1) As a matter of public policy the City of Somers Point wishes to participate to fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety.

2) The Attorney General will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3) The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review of the applications for said funds.

4) The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to each applicant as authorized by law.  

5)  The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to complete and submit the application on behalf of the City.

***************
Consent Agenda
M/S - Tapp/Dill

Consent agenda was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.  The following resolutions were approved on the Consent agenda.

No. 199 of 2014

Subject:
Tax Balances Cancelled

WHEREAS, the attached listed balances for the years designated are held in reserve by the City of Somers Point; and

WHEREAS, the individual balances are less than $7.00  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the following balances be cancelled.
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Resolution No. 199 (Continued)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector and the Finance Officer by the City Clerk.

***************

No. 200 of 2014

Subject:
Sewer Balances Cancelled

WHEREAS, the attached listed balances for the years designated are held in reserve by the City of Somers Point; and

WHEREAS, the individual balances are less than $6.00  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the following balances be cancelled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector and the Finance Officer by the City Clerk.

***************

No. 205 of 2014
Subject:

Chapter 159 Resolution

Introduced By:
Council President Kern

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has received a grant of $7,500.00 and wishes to amend its 2014 budget to include this amount as a revenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $7,500.00which item is now available as a revenue from:

Miscellaneous Revenue

Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:




Public and Private Revenue Offset with Appropriations:




NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety

Drive Sober Year End Crackdown 2014


$7,500.00
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Consent Agenda (Continued)

pursuant to the provision of Statute; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $7,500.00be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

General Appropriations



( A )  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS”




Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues:




NJ DHTS Drive Sober Year End Crackdown 2014

$7,500.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two ( 2 ) copies of this resolution be certified and submitted to the Director of Local Government Services for approval.  

***************
No. 206 of  2014
Subject:

Chapter 159 Resolution

Introduced By:
Council President Kern

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has received a grant of $5,000.00 and wishes to amend its 2014 budget to include this amount as a revenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $5,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from:

Miscellaneous Revenue

Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:




Public and Private Revenue Offset with Appropriations:




NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety

Drive Sober Labor Day Crackdown 2014


$5,000.00
pursuant to the provision of Statute; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $5,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

General Appropriations



( A )  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS”




Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues:
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Consent Agenda (Continued)

NJ DHTS Drive Sober Labor Day Crackdown 2014

$5,000.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two ( 2 ) copies of this resolution be certified and submitted to the Director of Local Government Services for approval.  

***************
No. 207 of 2014
Subject:

Chapter 159 Resolution

Introduced By:
Council President Kern

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has received a grant of $4,400.00 and wishes to amend its 2014 budget to include this amount as a revenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $4,400.00 which item is now available as a revenue from:

Miscellaneous Revenue

Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:




Public and Private Revenue Offset with Appropriations:




NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety

Drive Sober Year End Crackdown 2013


$4,400.00
pursuant to the provision of Statute; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $4,400.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

General Appropriations



( A )  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS”




Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues:




NJ DHTS Drive Sober Year End Crackdown 2013

$4,400.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two ( 2 ) copies of this resolution be certified and submitted to the Director of Local Government Services for approval.  

***************
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Consent Agenda (Continued)

No. 208 of 2014

Subject:

Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant Balances

Introduced By:
Council President Kern


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer and the City Administrator have completed a review of the Grant Fund; and


WHEREAS, as a result of the review, the Chief Financial Officer and the City Administrator recommend that the following balances be canceled from The Grant Fund general ledger and transferred to Current Fund Balance, subject to whatever modifications may be necessary as a result of activity in those accounts occurring on or before December 31, 2012:

Description






Cancel


Cancel

Grants Receivable

Municipal Alliance - 2012




$2,081.27


Safe & Secure - 2013





        0

Appropriated Reserves

Municipal Alliance








$3,760.37

Safe & Secure – 2013 







  6,720.59

                                                                                                ___________________________
                  






$2,081.27 

$10,480.96

To Current Fund Balance:
$8,399.69


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the aforementioned amounts and make adjustments to the appropriate accounts subject to whatever modifications may be necessary as a result of activity in those accounts occurring on or before December 31, 2014.
***************

No. 217 of 2014


Subject:

Canceling Outstanding Checks & Bank Reconciliations Items

Introduced by:

Council President Kern

WHEREAS, the CFO has determined that certain outstanding checks and bank reconciliation items should be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the following outstanding checks and bank reconciliation items are hereby cancelled.
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General Account

	Check Number
	Amount

	
 

	 

	6945
	$175.17

	6983
	

$6,054.15

	7717
	$662.77

	7736
	$113.28

	7775
	$50.00

	7950
	$30.00

	7984
	$10.00

	8125
	$200.00

	8424
	$120.00

	8783
	$250.00

	Total
	$7,665.37


Payroll


	Check Number
	Amount

	55825
	 $1,354.69

	 55951
	$1,670.65 

	Total
	$3,025.34 


***************

Old Business

There was no old business.

New Business

Two applications for social affairs permits for the Rotary Club and the Somers Point Historical Society were approved unanimously.

Two applications for Raffle Licenses for the Community Partnership for EHT Schools, Inc. and The Somers Point Historical Society, Inc. were approved with Councilman D’Adamo abstaining on the Somers Point Historical Society application.

The application for a Raffle License for the American Legion was pulled.

Reorganization Meeting Discussion

This was pulled as the Clerk had most of the information she needs.
Bulkhead maintenance ordinance discussion

Atty. Franklin advised that he has emailed this to everyone and it doesn’t need to be discussed tonight.  He stated that this will give the Code Enforcement Officer the ability to make inspections and call for repairs, etc.  
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New Business (Continued)

Atty. Franklin distributed an Ordinance for Council’s review regarding amending the Precious Metals and Secondhand Goods portion of our code explaining that the Police Chief would like to get ahead of this issue.  He asked that comments be sent to himself and the Police Chief.

Discussion of Bills

The following bill lists were presented for discussion - a record of payment in the amount of $4,000.00, a bill list in the amount of $2,624,203.56 and an additional bill list in the total amount of $4,085.00.

Public Portion

Michael Kiserta, 138 Decatur Avenue, came forward and addressed the governing body regarding the flooding that they have been experiencing because of the problems with the bulkhead.  His daughter, Kathy, who resides at 113 Decatur Avenue, also spoke and they displayed photos of the flooding.
Bonnie McCabe, 142 Decatur Avenue also spoke regarding the flooding and the bulkhead.
Councilman Dill stated that he was down there with the Engineer on the 9th and his concern was for everyone’s safety.  He felt that the Police and Ambulances wouldn’t be able to get down the street during this type of flooding, and that the fire vehicles would be able to, however, the damage to these vehicles would be tremendous.  

Atty. Franklin stated that our code doesn’t address bulkhead maintenance, which is why we are proposing an ordinance, unfortunately, we can’t act on it until January.  
Jack Franco, 110 Decatur Avenue, came forward and addressed the governing body regarding the flooding issue thanking Councilman Dill and Councilman Smith and the City Engineer for their quick response when he texted them about the problem.  
Jim McCabe, 142 Decatur Avenue, came forward and addressed the governing body spoke with regard to the bulkhead and flooding issue as well.

Another resident spoke with regard to the flooding and bulkhead issue stating that she has two small children and her Mom had a heart attack, and she encouraged everyone to come together and fix this problem.

Bill Hurst, Fitzpatrick’s Deli, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that he has been advocating the wine ordinance stating that he feels it will help businesses in Somers Point.  Council President Kern explained that the governing body wanted to get recommendations from the Business Association, Tavern Association and the EDAC.
***************
Payment of Bills

M/S - D’Adamo/Dill
The bills were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
***************
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The governing body thanked Councilman Triboletti for his work on City Council and that it has been a pleasure working with him.
***************

Adjournment

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  
***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved:  01/22/15
