REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
January 23, 2014


Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi & Deputy Clerk Samuelsen
Absent:

None
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

Presentation by Jim Rutala regarding the Strategic Recovery Planning Report

Jim Rutala gave a presentation with regard to our Strategic Recovery Planning Report.  He explained that in September of last year we passed a resolution applying for a planning grant which was awarded in October.  He passed out a Power Point presentation which he went through, touching on the following points:  1) What6 is a Strategic Recovery Planning Report; 2) Steering Committee; 3) Meetings to develop post Sandy Recovery Plan; 4) the History of Somers Point; 5) Superstorm Sandy - Somers Pont impact; 6) Sandy Surge Extent in Somers Point; 7) FEMA preliminary work map; 8) Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act; 9) Sandy funding received by Somers Point; 10) Next steps; 11) Infrastructure Projects; 12) Post Sandy Planning Grants; 13) Future Planning; and 14) Zoning/Regulatory Recommendations.  Mr. Rutala indicated that he would like to finalize the report in the next week and apply for FEMA grants.
Council President Kern thanked Mr. Rutala on behalf of the governing body for his presentation.  Administrator Swain advised that he has a sample resolution that could be adopted tonight supporting the plan and authorizing the submission of applications for post Sandy Planning Assistance Grants.  After discussion, Council agreed.

Waiver of 48-Hour Rule

M/S - Dill/Triboletti

Motion carried to waive the 48-hour rule to consider Resolution No. 48 which supports the plan and authorizes the submission of applications for post Sandy Planning Assistance Grants.

***************
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Glasser reported that the proposed legislation to require that Police vehicles be equipped with video cameras was vetoed by the Governor.    He also reported that he is very sad that the Route 9 Wawa is closing and has emailed them expressing his displeasure as we now have another empty store on the Route 9 corridor.  Mayor Glasser then gave the Police Department report for the month in full.
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Administrator’s Report
Administrator Swain reported that he took RFQ’s today for Tax Assessment Appraisal Services and for an Alternate.  Administrator Swain advised that these are not exclusive so that we can obtain the best price.  He stated that the two are Conover Appraisal Services LLC and JP Bainbridge Associates, Inc.  Councilman Smith asked that the Tax Appeal Attorney, Tim Maguire and the Tax Assessor report to Administrator Swain.
Committee Reports

Councilman Dill gave a preliminary report for the 2014 Budget stating that they have tentatively set up meetings with the Department Heads and our Auditor to narrow the budget process down so that we can introduce on March 13th.  He also commented on the Rt. 9 Wawa closing stating that the presentation today addressed a Community Development Plan for Route 9 Business District.  He stated that with this Wawa we are up to a total of six stores vacant on the Rt. 9 corridor.  He suggested that if we don’t get a grant for this that we should consider moving forward with some type of plan to revitalize the Rt. 9 corridor.  
***************

Minutes

There were no minutes presented for approval.

***************

ORDINANCES

There were no Ordinances to be considered.
***************

RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.

***************
Resolutions
Resolution No. 39

M/S - D’Adamo/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 39 of 2014

Subject:
Authorizing Advertising for Bids for the reconstruction of 9th Street from New York Avenue to Pennsylvania Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue from New Road (US Rt. 9) to 10th Street


WHEREAS,  the governing Body of the City of Somers Point has determined that it is the best interest of the City to reconstruct 9th Street from New York Avenue to Pennsylvania Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue from New Road (US Rt. 9) to 10th Street; and
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                       Resolution No. 39 (Continued)

WHEREAS, the city has received a $97,033.00 grant from the Atlantic County Improvement Authority to complete this project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the City Engineer is hereby authorized to prepare plans and specifications for the reconstruction of 9th Street from New York Avenue to Pennsylvania Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue from New Road (US Rt. 9) to 10th Street; and

BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED that the City Clerk is authorized to advertise for bids in conformance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., said bids to be received in the City Clerk’s office at a time established thereafter in accordance with the specifications and in conformance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.

***************
Resolution No. 40
M/S - Triboletti/D’Adamo

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No.  40 of 2014 (Corrected Copy)

Subject:

Appointment of Tax Assessment Appraisal Services

Introduced By:
Councilman Smith

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has identified a need for Tax Assessment Appraisal Services for 2014; and

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded through a fair and open process pursuant to N.J.S. 19:44A-20.4 et. seq.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:
1. Conover Appraisal Associates, LLC be and hereby is appointed as Tax Assessment Appraisal Consultant for the City of Somers Point for the period of January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.

2. This appointment is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because public bidding is not required for said service.

3. This appointment is not exclusive during the term of this contract, and that City Council reserves the right to award work of the exact or similar nature as the work described herein to any other qualified professional, at its sole discretion.

4. The City Administrator  is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Conover Appraisal Associates, LLC in connection with these services, and, upon execution, the agreement will be attached to this resolution and become a part hereof.

5. As indicated in the Division of Local Government Services Local Finance Notice 2006-7, because this is awarded through a Fair and Open process, further public notice per N.J.S.A. 40A:11.5 (6) is not required.

***************

Resolution No. 41

M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 41 of 2014
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Resolution No. 41 (Continued)
Subject:

Appointment of Alternate Tax Assessment Appraisal Services

Introduced By:
Councilman Smith

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has appointed  Conover Appraisal Associates LLC as Tax Assessment Appraisal Consultant for the City of Somers Point for 2014; and
WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point recognizes that there may be instances that require the need for an alternate Tax Assessment Appraisal Consultant for 2014; and

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded through a fair and open process pursuant to N.J.S. 19:44A-20.4 et. seq.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:
6. JP Bainbridge Associates, Inc. be and hereby is appointed as the alternate Tax Assessment Appraisal Consultant for the City of Somers Point for the period of January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.

7. This appointment is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because public bidding is not required for said service.

8. This appointment is not exclusive during the term of this contract, and that City Council reserves the right to award work of the exact or similar nature as the work described herein to any other qualified professional, at its sole discretion.

9. The City Administrator  is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with JP Bainbridge Associates, Inc. in connection with these services, and, upon execution, the agreement will be attached to this resolution and become a part hereof.

10. As indicated in the Division of Local Government Services Local Finance Notice 2006-7, because this is awarded through a Fair and Open process, further public notice per N.J.S.A. 40A:11.5 (6) is not required.

***************
Resolution No. 42

M/S - Triboletti/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 42 of 2014
Subject:

Amendment to Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual

Introduced By:
Councilmen Tapp, Dill and Smith

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Somers Point to treat employees and prospective employees in a manner consistent with all applicable employment laws and regulations including, but not limited to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act, the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious Employee Protection Act, the Public Employee Occupational safety and Health Act, (the New Jersey civil Service Act,)(the New Jersey Attorney General’s guidelines with respect to Police Department personnel matters,) the New Jersey Workers Compensation act, the Federal Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meetings Act; and


WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that there is a need to amend the personnel policies and procedures.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the city of Somers Point that the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual is hereby amended to include the policies, procedures and forms attached hereto and made a part hereof as follows:


Item






PPPM Page Number

Emergency Closing of Offices



VIII  - 15
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Resolutions (Continued)

Resolution No. 43

M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a 6-0 vote of those present with Councilman Smith recusing himself from voting.

No. 43 of 2014 
Subject:

Economic Development Advisory Commission

Introduced by:
Council President Kern


WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 1 of 2006 authorized the establishment of an Economic Development Advisory Commission; and


WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 31 of 2007 amended said Ordinance; and


WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on said Commission, due to the resignation of Laurie Smith, said term expiring December 31, 2014; and 


WHEREAS, in accordance with ordinance, the City Council hereby appoints Wendy Baten to fill said unexpired term expiring December 31, 2014.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Economic Development Advisory Commission consists of the following members:

Regular Members                                                      Expiration of Term

Stephen Vogt





December 31, 2016


Michael Bray





December 31, 2016


Arthur T. Ford, III




December 31, 2016

Lou DeSciole





December 31, 2015

Bill Hurst 





December 31, 2015

Scott Rosen





December 31, 2015

Bob Shore




            December 31, 2014

Ron Meischker




December 31, 2014


Wendy Baten





December 31, 2014

***************
Resolution No. 46

M/S - Triboletti/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 46 of 2014

Subject:
Appropriation Reserve Transfer




Introduced by:
Council President Kern

Whereas N.J.S. 40A:4-1 et.seq. allows budget appropriation reserve transfers during the first three months of the succeeding year.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby authorizes the Chief Financial Officer to make the following budget transfer as specified in this resolution.
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Resolution No. 46 (Continued)

Current Fund

From:
Sanitation S&W


3-01-26-305-100


$6,500

To:
Engineering Services OE

3-01-20-165-200


$5,000

Telephone



3-01-31-440-278


  1,500
Total: 


$6,500

***************
Resolution No. 48
M/S - Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 48 of 2014
A Resolution Supporting the Strategic Recovery Planning Report and Authorizing the Administration to Submit Applications for Post Sandy Planning Assistance Grants 

Whereas, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (NJDCA) is allocating $5 million in Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds to support long range planning for municipalities that sustained damage from Superstorm Sandy; and

Whereas, applications for these grants are being accepted on a first come, first serve basis; and 

Whereas, this grant program does not require a local match; and

Whereas, the City of Somers Point has received a Post Sandy Planning Grant to complete a Strategic Recovery Planning Report and the Governing Body supports the findings of this Report; and
Whereas, the completion of a Strategic Recovery Planning Report is a prerequisite for applying for additional grant funds; and

Whereas, the City understands that these grant funds can be used for planning, design and engineering to facilitate projects that will make the community more resilient; and 

Whereas, City of Somers Point intends to apply for Post Sandy Planning Assistance grant money for the following planning activities and in the following amounts:

1. Master Plan Reexamination - $50,000

2. Zoning Ordinance Revisions – Design Standards - $50,000

3. Design Standards for the Historic Preservation District - $50,000

4. Environmental Design for Bay Avenue Infrastructure and Redevelopment - $50,000

5. Capital Improvement Plan - $30,000

6. Environmental Design for the Route 9 West Neighborhood - $50,000

7. Community Development Plan for the Route 9 Business District - $50,000

8. Capital Improvement Plan for Regionalization and Shared Services - $30,000

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:
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Resolution No. 48 (Continued)

1.) City Council supports the Strategic Recovery Planning Report and hereby authorizes the application for Post Sandy Planning Assistance to continue the City’s effort to become more resilient.

2.) City Council recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of the agreement between the and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. 

3.) The City of Somers Point has sustained a ratable loss attributed to Superstorm Sandy of at least 1% or $1M as indicated by the attached documentation from the tax assessor. 

4.) The City of Somers Point agrees to comply with all CDBG-DR regulations, Post Sandy Planning Assistance Guidelines and also accepts that the proposed uses of CDBG-DR funds are not reimbursable by FEMA, SBA or other federal agencies.
5.) The City Administrator is hereby authorized to submit an Application to NJDCA for Post  Sandy Planning Assistance and to sign the Grant Agreement.
***************
Consent Agenda
M/S - Dill/Tapp
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

RESOLUTION No.  45 of 2014
A Resolution Opposing the Decision Rendered by the New Jersey Pinelands Commission Rejecting a Proposal to Allow Construction of a Natural Gas Pipeline and Defeating a Memorandum of Agreement which Had Been Supported by the Staff of the Pinelands Commission, the Staff of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities and the Staff of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Sponsored by:   Mayor and City Council

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Pinelands Commission voted down a resolution to allow construction of a 22 mile long natural gas pipeline needed to bring natural gas to the B.L. England Electric Generating Station in order to continue to reliably serve the demand for electricity and gas in southern New Jersey, particularly to those customers in Cape May and Atlantic Counties, thus defeating a proposed “Memorandum of Agreement” which had been supported by the Staff of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities; and

WHEREAS, in order to comply with current emission standards,  within the next several years local generating capacity situated within southern New Jersey will be significantly reduced as a result of the closing of the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station, a number of “peaking” generating units (the purpose of which is to provide added generating capacity during peak load periods) and, without the ability to construct the proposed gas pipeline, the closing of the B.L. England Generating Station; and

 WHEREAS, the combined impact will mean a loss of in excess of 1055 mw of locally produced base load energy plus the loss of peak load energy production; and

WHEREAS, in rendering its decision the Pinelands Commissioners not only rejected the support  for the Memorandum of Agreement received from the Staff of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities which oversees all gas and electric utilities within the State of New Jersey and is responsible to ensure that those utilities satisfy their statutory obligation to provide safe, economic and reliable energy to their customers, but the Pinelands Commission also rejected the credible testimony received from representatives of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and, even more disturbingly, rejected the reports prepared by the Pinelands Commission’s own expert staff which recommended approval of the Memorandum of 
Page 8 Resolution No. 45 (Continued)

Agreement; and
WHEREAS, the southern counties of New jersey are at the very end of the transmission grid and rely exclusively on a combination of local generation and transmission of imported energy from other generating facilities through west to east and north to south transmission lines; and

WHEREAS, with the closure of B.L. England, Oyster Creek and various peaking generating units there is a very real concern that existing transmission lines will be inadequate to carry the load from available generation sources to serve the southern New Jersey area; and

WHEREAS, the lead time for the siting, approval and construction of added transmission facilities historically spans a number of years; and 

WHEREAS, added transmission lines may be required to be constructed not only from west to east but also from north to south, including the probable need to construct such transmission lines within and through areas which are under the jurisdiction of the New Jersey Pinelands Commission; and

WHEREAS, transmission lines which carry energy at 230 Kv and above are not capable of being constructed within public rights of way and generally require the acquisition of private rights of way, often through the exercise of eminent domain; and

WHEREAS, the approximately 15 miles of the proposed natural gas pipeline would have been constructed almost entirely within already impacted public rights of way, would have provided not only the natural gas necessary to allow the B.L. England Generating Station to continue to operate not as a fossil fueled coal or oil plant but as a more efficient, reliable, affordable and environmentally clean facility, and would have had significantly less effect upon the Pinelands areas than the construction of an overhead transmission line or lines, and alternate gas pipelines which may have to be sited within the Pinelands Area: and 

WHEREAS, the proposed pipeline could have been constructed in a timely manner without subjecting the energy users of southern New Jersey, particularly in Atlantic and Cape May Counties,  to brown – outs, black – outs, and curtailment of usage while new transmission lines are being planned, sited, approved and constructed, if they will be permitted at all; and

WHEREAS, the proposed natural gas pipeline would not only have provided gas to power the replacement B.L. England generating station but would also have provided a redundant line to serve the needs of all Cape May and Atlantic County South Jersey Gas customers, thus ensuring continued safe, adequate and reliable service to those customers; and

WHEREAS, the Report of the Pinelands Commission dated January 3, 2014 acknowledged that, among other things:

· The proposed pipeline “significantly enhances the reliability of SJG’s (South Jersey Gas) natural gas system in the southern and eastern portions of its service territory (Cape May and Atlantic Counties, respectively.)”

· “Given the current lack of an alternate supply line, a failure in either of these existing pipelines, especially during winter months, could subject up to 140,000 of SJG’s existing customers to long-term gas outages, thereby placing the safety and welfare of these customers at risk.”

· “The proposed gas pipeline is expected to greatly enhance the reliability of the eastern and southern portions of SJG’s service territory by providing an alternate route for gas to be supplied to Atlantic and Cape May Counties.”
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Resolution No. 45 (Continued)

· “The proposed pipeline would also improve gas supply availability and pressures to feed these areas on peak and near-peak days, thus potentially reducing the need for additional pipelines in the future, many of which would likely be located within the Pinelands Area.”; and 

WHEREAS, while achieving the closing of the B.L. England Generation Plant eliminating the burning of coal or oil at that facility will be perceived as an environmental victory by some, the elimination of that generating source must be balanced against the need to continue to provide safe, reliable and clean energy at reasonable cost which requires replacing what will be closed with other local gas fired facilities; and 

WHEREAS, without achieving that balance, the energy users of southern New Jersey will be adversely affected not only as to the cost of energy - since New Jersey was reported in 2010 as having the 6th highest average retail price of electricity in the United states at 14.68 cents per Kw, but more significantly the reliability of that essential service will be materially compromised; and

WHEREAS, a robust and vital economy which is partially driven by energy consumption requires that an area be able to offer competitive rates to attract business, and is needed to retain the residential base, that ability needs to be preserved in southern New Jersey which is already suffering from the competition in the casino gaming industry and lagging behind other areas in recovering from the recession

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the City of Somers Point, in the County of Atlantic strongly opposes the decision rendered by the New Jersey Pinelands Commission as being arbitrary, capricious, and against the weight of credible evidence, failing to properly balance the impacts, if any, upon the protected / preservation areas against the overall public good; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall send a copy of this Resolution to:

Governor Chris Christie

Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno

Congressman Frank LoBiondo

Senator Raymond J. Lesniak, Chairman Senate Economic Growth Committee

Senator Joseph M. Kyrillos

Senator Bob Smith, Chairman Senate Environment and Energy Committee

Senator Jim Whelan, Chairman Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism & Historic Preservation Committee

Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney

Senate Republican Leader Thomas J. Kean, Jr.

Senator Jeff Van Drew, District 1

Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto

Assembly Republican Leader Jon M. Bramnick

Assemblyman Chris Brown. District 2

Assemblyman Vincent Mazzeo, District 2

Assemblyman Bob Andrzejczak, District 1

Assemblyman Samuel L. Fiocchi, District 1

Paul Flanagan, Executive Director, NJ Board of Public Utilities

Kristi Izzo, Secretary, NJ Board of Public Utilities
Nancy Wittenberg, Executive Director, NJ Pinelands Commission

Frank D. Formica, Chairman, Atlantic County Board of Chosen Freeholders

Sonya G. Harris, Clerk to the Atlantic County Board of Chosen Freeholders
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Resolution No. 45 (Continued)

Dennis Levinson, County Executive, Atlantic County

Gerald M. Thornton, Director, Cape May County Board of Chosen Freeholders

Richard Palombo, Mayor, Upper Township

Barbara L. Young, RMC, Upper Township Municipal Clerk
Mayor Don Guardian, City of Atlantic City

John Stanziola, South Jersey Gas Company

Vincent Maione, President, Atlantic City Electric Region of Pepco Holdings, Inc.

Joseph M. Rigby, Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer, Pepco Holdings, Inc.

Terry Boston, President and CEO PJM Interconnection

Bob Marshall, Executive Director, NJ Energy Coalition

Bill Dressel, Executive Director, New Jersey League of Municipalities

Carol Raph, Secretary, Atlantic County League of Municipalities

The Cape May County League of Municipalities

The Atlantic County Mayor’s Association

The Atlantic County Association of Township Officials

****************

No. 44 of 2014
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CONTINUATION OF NBC CHANNEL 40 AS A SOURCE OF LOCAL TELEVISION NEWS AND BROADCAST SERVICES

WHEREAS, NBC 40 has served South Jersey communities for the past forty-five years as the only true source of local television news and information; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Cape May Point has adopted a Resolution stating that the owner of NBC 40, Access 1 Communications, has signed a contract of sale with Locus Point Networks (LPN); and

WHEREAS, LPN is purportedly not a television broadcaster and may be solely interested in selling the channel's frequency at an FCC auction; and

WHEREAS, NBC 40 is a vital resource to South Jersey residents in times of dangerous weather conditions while the larger Philadelphia stations do not provide information unique to the circumstances of shore and island communities;  and

WHEREAS, NBC 40 also reports on local area news and sports
  bolstering a sense of South Jersey pride; and
WHEREAS,  this City Council concurs with the opinion of the Governing Body of the Borough of Cape May Point that losing NBC 40 would be a great loss to South Jersey in many ways, but none as important as the vital role it plays in public health, safety and welfare particularly in weather emergencies.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point does hereby join with Cape May Point imploring Access 1 Communications, Locus Point Networks, and the Federal Communication Commission to approve the sale of NBC 40 with the condition that the purchaser will pledge to keep South Jersey's life-saving voice on the air.

It is further RESOLVED,  that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Clerk of the Borough of Cape May Point, to Access 1 Communications, and to the Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission. 
***************
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Consent Agenda (Continued)
No. 47 of 2014

Oppose Privatization of Toll Collection Services on the 

New Jersey Turnpike and Garden State Parkway

Proposed by:  Councilman Tapp


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority seeks to privatize toll workers jobs, which would eliminate pensions, health benefits and job protections of the unionized workers; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey’s unemployment rate is 7.8%, as reported in the December 19, 2013 New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development jobs report, which is one of the highest unemployment rates in the region, and our poverty rate is at an all-time high; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey workers and their families need decent middle-class jobs; and

WHEREAS, firing more workers at a time when unemployment is already extremely high and decent jobs are hard to find will only put more of a burden on the public, increasing the need for social services and public assistance, and result in more home foreclosures; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey Turnpike toll collectors have already sacrificed by taking pay cuts of 30%, and making many other concessions to save their jobs; and 
WHEREAS, newly hired New Jersey Turnpike toll collectors make less than $35,000 a year, and privatization will reduce the workers’ wages to poverty levels; and

WHEREAS, privatization has a track record in the State of New Jersey of failing to take into consideration the interests of taxpayers, residents, and employees, and often does not live up to lofty cost-savings projections; and 

WHEREAS, there is limited oversight and a lack of accountability to the public because private companies do not fall under the Open Public Records Act and there is no state agency that monitors privatization contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority has saved more than $30 million dollars as a result of the pay cuts and concessions toll workers have already made; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby acknowledges its support of the workers and union members on the New Jersey Turnpike and Garden State Parkway and recommends that the New Jersey Turnpike Authority not privatize toll workers jobs.

***************

Old Business

There was no Old Business
New Business

There was no New Business
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Discussion of Bills

Bills were presented for discussion in the amount of $1,470,507.53, as well as an additional bill list in the amount of $6,527.36.  A record of bills paid in the amount of $1,000.00 was also presented.
Public Portion

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.

***************

Payment of Bills

M/S - Triboletti/D’Adamo

Bills were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

***************

Adjournment

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m.  

***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved: 02-13-14
