REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
January 22, 2015


Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, Gerety, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi, Deputy Clerk Samuelsen & Asst. Administrator Frost
Absent:

None
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

Presentations by Police Department

Police Chief Boyd thanked the governing body for the time to recognize the following Police Officers tonight.  Sgt. Dill, Officer Ficca and Officer Sheilds were recognized for saving a life on November 22, 2014.  They were the first on the scene performed CPR saving the individuals life.  He congratulated them for their exceptional duty.  Sgt. Dill and Officer Conover were also recognized for taking possession of a 45 caliber hand gun during a call to the Somers Point Shopping Plaza.  Chief Boyd congratulated them for their exceptional duty.  Chief Boyd also congratulated Sgt. Dill on his graduation from the Leadership Academy explaining that this is the highest academy in New Jersey for supervisors.  He was congratulated on his accomplishment and making the Somers Point Police Department proud.  Chief Boyd also recognized Officer Joseph Scioli who received the 2014 Somers Point Officer of the Year from the AM Vets Organization and we are very proud of his accomplishments.  All of the Officers received a round of applause from the audience and the Governing Body.
***************
Resolution No. 37
Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
M/S - Gerety/McGuigan
Resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.  Chief Boyd stated that he appreciates Council’s efforts in getting this done as it brings the squad up to full status.  He stated that the officer is currently in the Police Academy and will graduate February 12th.  Councilman McGuigan stated that he looks forward to meeting him and understands that he is a lifetime Somers Point resident.  He congratulated the officers recognized tonight stating that it makes him proud as a Councilman and a member of the community.  Council President Kern stated that the City is very proud of these Police Officers.  Councilman Tapp thanked the Officers for their hard work and dedication, stating that the new officer has some big shoes to fill.  Mayor Glasser congratulated the Officers on a great job.  
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Resolution No. 37 (Continued)

RESOLUTION No. 37 of 2015
A Resolution Authorizing the Chief of Police of the City of Somers Point to Hire One Police Officer from the Civil Service List Maintained by the State of New Jersey and to Appoint Same to the Position of Patrolman Within the Somers Point Police Department; and Authorizing the Mayor of the City of Somers Point to Swear in Said Patrolman as Soon as Practicable Following Acceptance of his Appointment and Completion of the Required Pre Hiring Procedures

Proposed By:             
Mayor Glasser

Introduced by: 
Councilman Smith and Council President Kern

WHEREAS, Chief Michael Boyd of the City of Somers Point Police Department has determined that there is a need to hire one Police Officer for the Police Department to hold the position of Patrolman; and

            WHEREAS, Mayor John L. Glasser. Jr. supports the request and has submitted the request to this Governing Body with his full support; and


WHEREAS, a list of candidates was obtained from the State of New Jersey Civil Service List; and


WHEREAS, Vincent  Rivera holds the number one on position on the  Civil Service list and has Veteran Status; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Rivera is currently enrolled in the Atlantic County Police Academy as an employee of the Atlantic County Sheriff’s Department; and


WHEREAS, the Atlantic County Sheriff is willing to transfer Officer Rivera from the Atlantic County Sheriff’s Department to allow Officer Rivera to graduate the Academy as an officer of the Somers Point Police Department upon required reimbursement of the training cost; and


WHEREAS, Officer Rivera has successfully completed the required background checks; and


WHEREAS, hiring of the additional patrolman will enhance the public safety of this City, its residents and its visitors; and

WHEREAS, the hiring of the additional officer will have no impact upon the employment or status of any current police officer within the Department; and

WHEREAS, the salary and benefits to be paid to the hired officer as an Entry Level Patrolman will be in compliance with the Somers Point Salary Ordinance and the terms and conditions of the current Collective Bargaining Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, sufficient funds are available within the Budget of the City of Somers Point to satisfy this financial obligation
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS Hereby RESOLVED that the Chief of Police of the City of Somers Point is hereby authorized and empowered to hire from the Civil Service List one (1) police officer and to be appointed  to the position of Patrolman in the Somers Point Police Department effective February 1, 2015, and to be duly sworn into office; and

It is FURTHER RESOLVED, that the salary for such position as an Entry Level Patrolman shall conform to the Somers Point Salary Ordinance and the terms and conditions of the current Collective Bargaining Agreement; and

It is FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief of Police and Mayor will report to the City Clerk and the City Administrator the prior employment position of Patrolman Rivera upon hiring and swearing in; and

It is FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Somers Point shall proceed to swear into office each such Patrolman on February 1, 2015 or as soon as practicable following appointment to the position; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to process the necessary documents with the New Jersey Department of Personnel, as may be required to certify said appointment.

***************
Councilman McGuigan advised that the Arts Commission is holding a fund raiser to support the Muriel project at Sandi Point and more details will be coming.  
Mayor’s Report

Mayor Glasser reported that the County has contacted him in regard to setting up a meeting with all the County Mayors, County Executive, State Legislators, members of the Tax Board and the Atlantic City Mayor to discuss a pilot program for the casinos.  He commended them for trying to work this out.  Mayor Glasser also reported that as President of the Atlantic County Mayor’s Association he also attended the Governor’s summit in Atlantic City, stating that there will be more coming regarding both of these meetings.  Mayor Glasser gave the Police Department report for the month of December in full.  He also advised that the Somers Point Historical Society will be hosting a tribute to Joseph DiOrio at the Crab Trap on February 7th during their annual installation luncheon.  
Administrator’s Report
Administrator Swain reported that on February 5th from 4-8 pm FEMA will be hosting a meeting at the Ventnor Education Community Complex with local, state and FEMA representatives.  He stated that if the flood maps are adopted as the stand now, there are 350 properties that are now in a flood zone.  He stated that the City Engineer has prepared a list of these homes and will be sending this information to these people to give them the opportunity to attend this meeting.
Committee Reports

Phil Gaffney, Emergency Management Coordinator, addressed the governing body with regard to a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan stating that Somers Point is engaged in this plan along with 22 other municipalities which is spearheaded by the Atlantic County Emergency Management Office.  He explained that each community will develop a plan and send it in to the County for their review and then send it to FEMA.  He explained that the better our plan, the more money we would be eligible for from FEMA later.  President Kern stated that she will give this to a subcommittee to work with Emergency Management on this.
***************
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Committee Reports (Continued)
Council President Kern reported that she attended a presentation by the Greater Atlantic City Chamber of Commerce to hear a presentation from Angeloueconomics, a firm that specializes in economic development and has been selected by Atlantic County to develop an Economic Development Master Plan for the entire County.  She explained that in order to achieve this goal, there will be an online survey at atlanticcountyactionnow.com and asked everyone to participate in that survey.  She also stated that a link will be posted on our website.

Councilman Smith reported that the Planning Board has approved the master plan which approves an aspect of development.  He stated that we will be considering a redevelopment plan by resolution tonight to send it over to the Planning Board for their review and approval regarding the Gates.  He stated that much of the discussion that has been had with the developer has been taken on good faith and the committee indicated we would support their actions.  He stated that a purchase of the property occurred and they intend to have the outside of the property cleaned up by the end of this year and intend to renovate fifty units per year, stating that the current occupancy is at 80% and when it was purchased it was at 90%.
Minutes

Minutes of the December 18, 2014 meeting were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.
***************

ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 1 - First Reading
M/S - McGuigan/Gerety
Ordinance No. 1 was approved on first reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

City of Somers Point

Ordinance No. 1 of 2015

An Ordinance 

Regulating the Parking of Vehicles on Portions of East New York Avenue, an Atlantic County Road within the City of Somers Point; Amending and Supplementing the Somers Point Municipal Code Chapter 250 Vehicles and Traffic, Article V “Residential Parking Permits” Section 250-54; and Repealing All Ordinances Heretofore Adopted, The Provisions of Which Are Inconsistent Herewith.

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 39:4-197 authorizes a Municipality, by Ordinance, to regulate the parking of vehicles on municipal streets and portions thereof; and

WHEREAS,  a recommendation has been made by the Somers Point City Engineer and by the Somers Point Police Department to regulate the flow of traffic and the parking of vehicles on East New York Avenue in the interest of public safety, for the elimination of parking congestion which prevents residents of this City from being able to park on their streets in reasonable proximity to their property, for the proper parking of vehicles, for the proper passage of emergency vehicles, and as an essential element of a review and overhaul of the plan of parking within the City of Somers Point; and

WHEREAS, East New York Avenue is a County road situated within the City of Somers Point; and 
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Ordinance No. 1 (Continued)

WHEREAS,  regulation of parking along East New York Avenue requires a prior review by the Atlantic County Engineer and approval by Resolution of the adopted Ordinance by the Atlantic County Board of Chosen Freeholders; and

WHEREAS, approval has been received from the Atlantic County Engineer to proceed with the introduction and adoption of this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, upon final adoption a certified copy of the Ordinance will be submitted to the Secretary of the Atlantic County Board of Chosen Freeholders; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend and supplement Chapter 250 of the Code of the City of Somers Point in order to implement the recommended changes in traffic and parking regulations

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, and State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION 1:  Somers Point Municipal Code Chapter 250 Article V Residential Parking Permits is hereby amended as follows:


250-54 B. Parking prohibited during certain hours.

No person shall park a vehicle between the hours of 6:00 am and 6:00 pm of any day in the following designated locations except by Residential Parking Permit properly displayed which will exempt the described vehicle from the parking restriction:

Name of Street

Side


Designated Location  

East New York Avenue
South 


From Shore Road to Bay Avenue

250-54 D.  Two-hour parking limit between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 


weekdays, except with residential permit.

Section 250-54 D. is deleted in its entirety.

SECTION 2: Appropriate signage designating “Permit Parking Only” or “No Parking Except by Permit” shall be installed and placed on the designated street according to New Jersey Department of Transportation standards with standard spacing as required by Regulation.

SECTION 3: All other provisions of Chapter 250 not modified or amended by this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect and shall apply to this amendment upon the effective date of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.

SECTION 5:
 Should any section, clause, sentence, phrase or provision or any item in any schedule of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance.
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Ordinance No. 1 (Continued)

SECTION 6:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, publication and adoption in the manner prescribed by law and receipt of the Resolution of the Atlantic County Board of Chosen Freeholders.






FIRST READING:
January 22, 2015







PUBLICATION:
January 27, 2015







FINAL PASSAGE:
February 12, 2015
***************
Ordinance No. 2
M/S - D’Adamo/Dill
Atty. Franklin advised that there is a letter from the City Engineer and the Police Department requesting these changes.  Ordinance No. 2 was then approved on first reading by a unanimous vote of those present.
CITY OF SOMERS POINT

Ordinance No. 2 of 2015
An Ordinance Regulating Lane Use Reservation on a Portion of Bethel Road within the City of Somers Point; Amending and Supplementing the Somers Point Municipal Code Chapter 250 Vehicles and Traffic, Article I, Section 250-40 Schedule XVI: Lane Use Reservations; and Repealing All Ordinances Heretofore Adopted, The Provisions of Which Are Inconsistent Herewith.
WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 39:4-197 authorizes a Municipality, by Ordinance, to regulate the entrances to and exits from parking yards and parking places which are open to the public or to which the public is invited; and

WHEREAS, a recommendation had been made by the Somers Point City Engineer and by the Somers Point Police Department to regulate the flow of traffic and the regulation of traffic on Bethel Road and the private drive into the Somers Point Plaza shopping center parking in the interest of public safety, for the elimination of traffic congestion, confusion and incidents of road rage.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, and State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION 1:  Somers Point Municipal Code Chapter 250 Article I, Section 250-40 Schedule XVI: Lane Use Reservations is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with:

In accordance with the provisions of § 250-19, all vehicles shall move as described below:

Intersection (Location) 

Lane Reserved 


Purpose

Bethel Road & private 

Right Lane of easterly 

For right turns 
drive for shopping center    
approach on Bethel Road        
only on Bethel 










Road to turn into





    




private drive to 











Shopping Center
SECTION 2:  Appropriate signage and lane markings designating “RIGHT TURN ONLY” shall be installed and placed according to New Jersey Department of Transportation as required by Regulation. 

SECTION 3: All other provisions of Chapter 250 not modified or amended by this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect and shall apply to this amendment upon the effective date of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.
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SECTION 5:
 Should any section, clause, sentence, phrase or provision or any item in any schedule of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance.

SECTION 6:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, publication and adoption in the manner prescribed by law.






FIRST READING:
January 22, 2015







PUBLICATION:
January 28, 2015







FINAL PASSAGE:
February 12, 2012

***************
RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Greg Sykora, 2 Horter Avenue, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that the Planning Board at their meeting last night moved their regularly scheduled meeting from February 18 to February 4 so that they could get the resolution back to the governing body for their regular meeting on February 12th.
Consent Agenda

There were no items on the Consent Agenda.
Resolutions

Resolution No. 38
M/S - Gerety/D’Adamo
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 38 of 2015 

Subject: 
Correcting Resolution No. 201 of 2014, a Resolution Reducing a Sewer Utility 

Bill due to an outside sprinkler


WHEREAS, by Resolution 201 of 2014 the City Council of the City of Somers Point adjusted the 2014 Sewer Utility bill for Platt’s Furniture due to water used by an outside sprinkler system that did not enter the sanitary sewer system of the City of Somers Point; and


WHEREAS, the amount of the reduction granted was incorrectly listed as $4,400.00 in Resolution No. 201 of 2014, and the correct amount should have been listed as $4,440.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, that the 2014 Sewer Utility bill for Platt’s Furniture is hereby reduced by the corrected sum of $4,440.00 along with any interest accrued on that amount.
***************

Resolution No. 39
M/S - Gerety/Tapp
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
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No.  39 of  2015

Subject:
Appropriation Reserve Transfer

Introduced by:
Council President Kern

Whereas N.J.S. 40A:4-1 et.seq. allows budget appropriation reserve transfers during the first three months of the succeeding year.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby authorizes the Chief Financial Officer to make the following budget transfer as specified in this resolution.

Current Fund

From:
Sanitation S&W


4-01-26-305-100


$14,000

To:
Vehicle Maintenance


4-01-26-315-200


$14,000

***************

Resolution No. 40
M/S - Gerety/Tapp
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
No. 40 of 2015

Subject:

Authorizing the Sustainable Jersey Grant Application
Introduced by:
Councilman McGuigan

WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize the quality of life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and


WHEREAS, City of Somers Point strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve working and living environments; and

WHEREAS, City of Somers Point is participating in the Sustainable Jersey Program; and 

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources to municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program called the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of City of Somers Point, State of New Jersey, as follows:
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Resolution No. 40 (Continued)
1. The City of Somers Point should apply for the Sustainable Jersey Small Grant.
2. The City Administrator and/or his designee is hereby authorized to submit an application for the Sustainable Jersey Small Grant and to complete any and all documents necessary in connection with this grant.

***************
Resolution No. 41
M/S - McGuigan/Tapp
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

RESOLUTION NO. 41 of 2015

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR BLOCK 1114, LOTS 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 AND 4.04 WITHIN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT PREPARED BY BACH ASSOCIATES AND REFERRING THE REPORT TO THE SOMERS POINT PLANNING BOARD FOR REVIEW IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 OF THE REDEVELOPMENT LAW SO THE PLANNING BOARD CAN SUBMIT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS TO THIS GOVERNING BODY
WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point, in the County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey (the “City”), a public body corporate and politic of the State of New Jersey (the “State”), is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to determine whether certain parcels of land within the City constitute an area in need of rehabilitation and/or an area in need of redevelopment; and
WHEREAS, on September 25, 2014, the Somers Point City Council (the “City Council”) adopted Resolution No.161 of 2014 (as supplemented and amended by Resolution No. 180 or 2014 adopted on October 9, 2014) requesting the Somers Point Planning Board (the “Planning Board”) to perform an investigation to determine whether the property at  555 Shore Road, Designated on the City Tax Map as  Block 1114, Lots 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and 4.04 (the “Study Area”) constitutes an “area in need of redevelopment” as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area under the Redevelopment Law; and
WHEREAS, on October 22, 2014, the Planning Board held a public hearing, duly noticed under the Redevelopment Law, and reviewed a report prepared by Bach Associates, dated October, 2014 and entitled “PRELIMINARY NEED INVESTIGATION REDEVELOPMENT STUDY BLOCK 1114, LOTS 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 AND 4.04” (the “Redevelopment Study”) at which hearing a presentation was made by Leah Furey-Bruder of Bach Associates reviewing the elements of the Redevelopment Study and the facts in support of the conclusion that the criteria a, d, e and h set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 for a declaration of an area in need of redevelopment are satisfied, and also that there is evidence of blight using the definition utilized by the court in its 2007 decision in Gallenthin Realty Development, Inc. v. Borough of Paulsboro that “blight” means deterioration or stagnation that negatively affects surrounding areas; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board discussed the Redevelopment Study as presented, opened the session to the public to receive any public comment and, after closing the public comment period, the Planning Board accepted the Redevelopment Study as presented and resolved to recommend to the City Council that the Study Area be designated an area in need of redevelopment (the “Redevelopment Area”); and
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WHEREAS, on October 23, 2014 by Resolution 182 of 2014, this governing body did accept the recommendation of the Somers Point Planning Board and designated the Study Area consisting of Block 1114, Lots 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and 4.04 as a non-condemnation area in need of redevelopment; and 
WHEREAS, Bach Associates and the City’s Professionals were authorized and directed to prepare a Redevelopment Plan for the Redevelopment Area; and


WHEREAS, a Redevelopment Plan has been prepared, a copy of which is attached hereto as Attachment A; and 

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Plan must be referred, by Resolution, to the Planning Board for review in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 of the Redevelopment Law so the Planning Board can submit its recommendations to this Governing Body following which the Governing Body must enact the Redevelopment Plan by Ordinance

Now, therefore, it is hereby RESOLVED that the Redevelopment Plan shall be referred by the City Clerk to the Somers Point Planning Board Secretary with a request to review the Plan in compliance with N.J.S.A. 12A-7.
***************

Resolution No. 42
M/S - Gerety/Dill
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
RESOLUTION No. 42 of 2015
A Resolution Requesting the Legislature and the Administration to Adopt a New, More Sensible Approach to Affordable Housing in New Jersey to Provide Guidance and Certainty for the Orderly and Realistic Development of Affordable Housing in New Jersey


Proposed By:             Mayor and City Council 

WHEREAS, on September 26, 2013, the New Jersey Supreme Court decision In re Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 & 5:97 by N.J. Council on Affordable Housing, 215 N.J. 578 (2013) invalidated the round three regulations adopted by the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) in 2008 and charged COAH with the responsibility of adopting a third iteration of round three regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court also invited the Legislature and the Governor, to devise a new legislative-based approach to affordable housing in our State and promised to show enormous deference to any new legislative pronouncement; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court extended the five month deadline it established in In re Adoption Of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 and set May 1, 2014 as the deadline for COAH to propose new round three regulations, and October 22, 2014 as the deadline for COAH to adopt new round three regulations; and

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2014, COAH approved revised Third Round regulations and authorized those proposed regulations to be published in the New Jersey Register; and

WHEREAS, the proposed third round regulations were published in the June 2, 2014 New Jersey Register with written comments on the rule proposal accepted through August 1, 2014; and
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WHEREAS, adoption of round three regulations was proposed on October 20, 2014 at the COAH Board meeting, but the Commissioners were unable to adopt new regulations due to a 3-3 vote, creating more uncertainty and turmoil for  municipalities; and

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2015 the New Jersey Supreme Court heard argument in a motion to enforce litigant’s rights brought  by the Fair Share Housing Center asking the Court to strip COAH of its authority and return implementation of the Fair Housing Act to the Courts, thereby potentially exposing municipalities to further costly and unproductive litigation; and

WHEREAS, the confusion and uncertainty that has resulted from costly court actions, prolonged litigation and the lack of reasonable guidance demonstrates the need for a new State housing policy based on good planning, incentivizing participation, and the provision of additional affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor should seize this opportunity to reform the State’s housing laws and implement a statewide housing plan predicated on good planning, providing incentives, directing funding to assist municipalities, protect the interests of taxpayers, and fulfill the mandate to provide affordable housing within this state.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point, in Atlantic County, New Jersey implores the Governor and the State Legislature to partner with municipalities to enact legislation implementing a reasonable and rational state affordable housing policy which promotes rational planning, seeks to achieve results with available housing funding and incentives, encourages partnerships, and protects the interests of both taxpayers and those in need of affordable, special needs and veterans’ housing; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey, the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, Senator Jim Whelan, Assemblyman Chris A. Brown, Assemblyman Vincent Mazzeo, the President of the New Jersey State Senate, the Speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly, and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.

***************

Resolution No. 43
Council President Kern stated that she will be recusing herself from voting on this resolution and turned the meeting over to Council President Pro Tempore Dill who called for a motion with regard to Resolution No. 43.  Councilman D’Adamo made a motion to adopt, seconded by Councilman Tapp.  Resolution No. 43 was then adopted by a 6-0 vote with Council President Kern recusing herself.

RESOLUTION No. 43 of 2015
A Resolution Rescinding one Appointment made in Resolution 9 of 2015 and

Making an Appointment to the Position of Second Alternate

to the Somers Point Zoning Board of Adjustment
Whereas, at the Reorganization Meeting of the Somers Point City Council Resolution No. 9 of 2015 was adopted by the unanimous vote of City Council; and

Whereas, within Resolution No. 9 of 2015, Jay Phillips was appointed to fill the vacant position of Alternate #2 on the Somers Point Zoning Board of Adjustment; and

Whereas, Jay Phillips is the husband of Council President Maureen Kern; and
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Whereas, Council President Kern had intended to recuse herself from the vote but in the process of going through all of the housekeeping resolutions, she failed to do so; and

Whereas, after the fact she realized she had inadvertently not recused herself from the vote; and

Whereas, Council President Kern advised the City solicitor of this inadvertent error; and

Whereas, although the position is as an alternate, is an unpaid volunteer position, and provides for no compensation or economic benefit and is not a direct conflict of interest, Council President Kern wants to avoid even the appearance of a conflict of interest in making the appointment; and

Whereas, the City Solicitor has recommended that Council President Kern remove herself and turn over the meeting to President Pro Tem Dill to call for a motion and vote on this matter. 

Now, therefore, it is hereby resolved that the appointment of Jay Phillips to serve as Alternate No. 2 on the Somers Point Board of Adjustment is hereby rescinded; and

It is further Resolved, that the appointment of Jay Phillips as Alternate No. 2 on the Somers Point Zoning Board of Adjustment is hereby approved; and

It is further Resolved that if this Resolution is adopted, Jay Phillips shall be sworn in to serve in that capacity at the next meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

***************

Old Business
Draft Bulkhead Ordinance


Council discussed the above draft Bulkhead Ordinance and felt that it should be able to be introduced at the next meeting.

Draft Precious Metals Ordinance

Police Chief Boyd spoke explaining that this would help with their investigations into crimes where jewelry and property is taken.  Council President Kern thanked the Chief for being proactive on this, stating that it would be prepared for the next meeting.
Bus Stop Ordinance


Council discussed the bus stop ordinance, with there being some concern regarding the stop at Chapman Blvd.  Councilman Dill suggested moving it back up from the corner.  Engineer Schneider stated that he would speak with NJ Transit regarding this.
New Business

Mayor Glasser advised that he has received a letter from a doctor complaining that the people at the bus stop are disturbing his practice.  He advised that he spoke with Council President Kern asking that the subcommittee also look at this.  Councilman Dill stated that the committee has already discussed this at length and it would take a lot of convincing for him to change his mind.  
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Presentation re The Gates (Bayview Court Apartments)
Atty. Keith Davis appeared on behalf of the new owner advising that it is no longer the Gates and is now Bayview Court Apartments.  He stated that they are very excited about this project and that they want to make sure it is safe and aesthetically pleasing.  He stated that the property was constructed in 1960 consisting of 202 units and that the property is dated and in need of significant improvement.  He stated that the area in need was the first step and they view this as a true partnership between them and the City.  The owner and the Regional Manager both spoke advising that they have done this before in Williamstown and were successful.  They are enforcing the new rules, there is a new maintenance staff and new management staff.  Some plumbing issues have been taken care of and cameras have been installed so that the Police Department can view.  Council President Kern thanked them for the presentation.
Draft Parkway Interchange Resolution
The above was discussed as the DOT is going to be doing modifications to Exit 29 which the City can support, object or take no action.  The City has always been concerned with truck traffic on Laurel Drive.  Greg Sykora, Planning Board member spoke stating that they have issues with trucks on Laurel Drive and the left hand turn they make down Ambler to the ShopRite.  He stated that these roads are not designed to carry that kind of weight.  He stated that we have this opportunity and we need to let them know what the City wants to do.  Councilman D’Adamo stated that he feels we need both exits, 29 & 30 with trucks being directed to Exit 29.  Councilman Smith stated that he feels we would just be funneling traffic back in by using Exit 29, stating that he can’t get out of his street now during the summer.  He also pointed out that the State can come back and say they are getting rid of Exit 30.  Councilman Dill stated that we should post the “No truck traffic” sign on Ambler Road and enforce it.  He stated that there has been a lot of money invested on MacArthur Blvd.  Mayor Glasser stated that Exit 30 needs to stay open, adding that the State has already made improvements to MacArthur Blvd.  He suggested giving Laurel Drive to the State and letting them maintain it.  Councilman Dill stated that Exit 30 must stay open.  Councilman Gerety agreed that we need to emphasize that Exit 30 needs to stay open no matter what.  Councilman Tapp agreed that Exit 30 needs to stay open stating that the complaints are about the truck traffic.  
Application for a Raffle License and waiver of local fee for the American Legion was approved unanimously.
Application for approval of National MS City to Shore Bike Ride on October 3 & 4, 2015 was approved unanimously.

Social Affairs permit for the Marine Mammal Stranding Center was approved unanimously.

Discussion of Bills

The following bills were presented for discussion:  Record of payments made in the amount of $178,389.32, List of Bills in the amount of $1,892,980.08 and an additional bill list in the amount of $13,404.90 and $4,150.00.  Administrator Swain stated that the bill list must replenish two petty cash funds.
Public Portion

Jack Franco, 110 Decatur Avenue, came forward and addressed the governing body asking questions about the Bulkhead Ordinance.
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Public Portion (Continued)

Dennis DiOrio, MacArthur Blvd, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that he is pleased that everyone is in agreement that Exit 30 must stay.  The State has said they would be in favor of closing Exit 30 after Exit 29 was built and feels we should be very careful with this.  He felt Somers Point should advocate doing nothing as it works the way it is and scrap the plans for Exit 29.
Jim Toto, 125 Haddon Road, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that we should be enforcing the laws we have regarding no trucks on Ambler Road.
Janet DiOrio-Delaney came forward and addressed the governing body stating that she is pleased that the City to taking a proactive stance on this issue as we need Exit 30 to stay.

The owner of 819 Center Street came forward and addressed the governing body stating that he is contemplating development on the property and asked if Council would consider vacating any of the right of way from the railroad tracks.

Council agreed to look into this.

Public portion was then closed.


***************

Payment of Bills

M/S - Tapp/Dill
The bills were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
***************

Adjournment

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved:  02/12/15
