REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
January 9, 2014


Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi & Deputy Clerk Samuelsen
Absent:

None
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

There were no communications.
***************
Mayor’s Report
There was no Mayor’s report.

Administrator’s Report
Administrator Swain advised that he is asking the governing body to consider waiving the 48-hour rule to consider Resolution No. 38 which is an Appropriation Reserve Transfer.  He also reported that he has a Strategic Recovery Plan draft that he had emailed to everyone and added that if anyone wants a printed copy to let him know.  He further advised that Jim Rutala has asked Council to consider allowing him to make a presentation at their next meeting on the 23rd of January.  He also reported that the State has revised its Budget agenda changing the date the budget must be introduced from February 10th to March 14th.  He also stated that he is assuming that the governing body wants to do what they did last year meeting with Department Heads.

Committee Reports

There were no Committee Reports given.
***************

Minutes

There were no minutes presented for approval.

***************

Waiver of 48-Hour Rule

The 48-Hour Rule was waived unanimously in order to consider Resolution No. 38.

***************
Page 2

ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 1 - Pulled on motion of Councilman Triboletti and seconded by Councilman Dill.  Motion carried unanimously.
Atty. Franklin explained that they have not yet closed on one parcel yet.

***************
RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
Consent Agenda

There were no items in the Consent Agenda.
Resolutions

Resolution No. 36
M/S - D’Adamo/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

CITY OF SOMERS POINT

RESOLUTION

No. 36 of 2014

A Resolution Amending Technical Sub Code Fees 

Set forth within Section 100-3B (15) of Chapter 100 “Construction Codes, Uniform” Of the Somers Point Municipal Code

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 22 of 1999 provides that City Council shall by resolution enact and, from time to time, amend standardized fees in accordance with Chapter 100 of the Code of the City of Somers Point; and

WHEREAS, these fees were last fixed by Resolution No. 144 of 2002; and

WHEREAS, a recommendation has been made by the City’s Independent Outside Auditor that a change be made to the State training surcharge fee; and
WHEREAS, it is the intention of this governing body that the fee be amended as recommended.

Now, therefore, it is hereby RESOLVED that Article I Section 100-3.B (15) of Chapter 100 of the Somers Point Municipal Code be amended to read as follows:

Chapter 100- Construction Codes, Uniform

Article I Section 100-3.B

(15)
The State training surcharge fee shall be the DCA rates in effect at the time.
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Resolution No. 36 (Continued)


IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that all other fees established by Resolution No. 144 of 2002 shall remain in full force and effect unless and until amended by a further Resolution adopted by the Somers Point City Council.

***************
Resolution No. 37

M/S - Triboletti/Tapp

Atty. Franklin advised that this resolution provides for an end date which Council must decide on.  After discussion, Council agreed that the end date should be December 31, 2014.  Resolution No. 37 was then adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

CITY OF SOMERS POINT

RESOLUTION No. 37 of 2014
A Resolution Authorizing and Directing The Code Enforcement Officer of the City of Somers Point to Extend the Time for Waiver of Payment of Permit and Inspection Fees for the Owners of A Residential Property Which Sustained Direct Damage from Hurricane Sandy Requiring Demolition of the Remaining Structure and Complete Replacement and for Which Despite Diligent Efforts on the Part of the Owners of the Property Permits Could Not be Requested Within the Previously Allowed Time Frame 

Sponsored by: Mayor and City Council


WHEREAS, by Resolution No.  212 of 2012, Resolution 85 of 2013 and Resolution 230 of 2013 this Governing Body acknowledged that many owners of residential property within our City sustained direct damage from the impact of Super Storm Sandy and authorized and directed the Code Enforcement Officer of the City of Somers Point to waive the City’s portion of permit and inspection fees under certain proven conditions in order to alleviate the financial burden on those property owners; and 


WHEREAS,  Resolution No. 85 of 2013 further provided that such relief from the payment of permit and inspection fees would be effective through close of business on May 17, 2013 with the further provision that the waiver would be re-evaluated if necessary; and


WHEREAS,  it has come to the attention of the Code Enforcement Officer that due to delays in receipt of insurance proceeds, payment from FEMA, and delayed receipt of funds from the Department of Community Affairs Community Block Development Grant Program Post Sandy Relief Fund, and for other reasons beyond the control of certain affected property owners, the ability to request permits within the previously established time frame became impossible despite the owner’s diligent best efforts and the diligent best efforts of others who have assisted them; and 

WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of Resolution 230 of 2013, which addressed a specific property, the Code Enforcement Officer and the Construction Office have received additional requests setting forth the extenuating circumstances and requesting that the City’s portion of the fees be waived or reimbursed; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor, the members of City Council and the staff of the Code Enforcement Office recognize that extenuating circumstances have led to this result and believe that fairness and equity require an additional extension of time within which the City’s portion of inspection and permit fees imposed will be waived; and
Page 4

Resolution No. 37 (Continued)


            WHEREAS, at the same time it is in the interest of all parties that there be finality to this situation and that a final date needs to be established beyond which no further waivers will be granted; and
WHEREAS, the Code Enforcement Officer and the Construction Office staff have made a diligent inquiry and have reviewed the list of properties prepared by the Tax Assessor identified as having sustained damage from Super Storm Sandy

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the City’s portion of such permit and inspection fees shall be waived for the owners of those properties identified on the list prepared by the Tax Assessor and verified by the Code Enforcement Officer if the request is presented to the Code Enforcement Officer not later than December 31, 2014 and further provided that the Code Enforcement Officer is satisfied that upon a showing of good and sufficient cause and demonstration that for reasons beyond the owner’s control, the owner was unable to apply for permits and inspections prior to the May 17, 2013 


IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this waiver shall not apply in the event of a sale or transfer of the interest of those owners who owned the property at the time of Super Storm Sandy, in which event the entire amount of the fees and permits will be due and payable to the City of Somers Point.


IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this is not to be construed as a waiver of the obligation to obtain any permit or have an inspection made, and failure to do so will render the violator subject to the penalties provided by law, nor is it intended to be a waiver of any fee or charge assessed by either the Somers Point Planning Board or the Somers Point Board of Adjustment required for any application filing; and


IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that Council shall not consider a waiver for any other property owner similarly situated who fails to make application for the waiver prior to December 31, 2014; and


IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be posted on the City’s Bulletin Board, on the City’s Web Site, in the Construction Office, and in the Office of the Tax Collector; and 

 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Code Enforcement Officer and his staff are hereby authorized and directed to act in accordance with the intent of this Resolution.

***************
Resolution No. 38
M/S - D’Adamo/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No.  38 of 2014

Subject:
Appropriation Reserve Transfer

Introduced by:
Council President Kern

Whereas N.J.S. 40A:4-1 et.seq. allows budget appropriation reserve transfers during the first three months of the succeeding year.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby authorizes the Chief Financial Officer to make the following budget transfer as specified in this resolution.

Page 5
Resolution No. 38 (Continued)

Current Fund

From:
General Liability Insurance

3-01-23-210-200


$3,500

To:
Street Lighting


3-01-31-435-276


$3,500

***************
New Business

An application for a Raffle License for the Somers Point Historical Society was approved unanimously.
Old Business

Councilman Triboletti stated that Jim Rutala wanted to come and make a presentation at the next Council Meeting.  Council President Kern agreed that this would be fine and would be scheduled for the next meeting.
Discussion of Bills

Bills in the amount of $140,488.28 were presented for payment.  Administrator Swain asked that a bill from Rutala Associates be added to the list bringing the total to $143,893.28.  There were also three separate Report of Payments, one in the amount of $107,162.57, one in the amount of $2,712,211.50 and one in the amount of $986.00
.  Administrator Swain advised that check #8607 was voided.  Councilman McGuigan advised that there is a bill on page 3 to Porretta Builders that he will be abstaining from voting on.  
Public Portion

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.

***************

Payment of Bills

A motion was made and seconded to pay the bills, including the bill to Rutala Associates in the amount of $3,405.00, bringing the total bill list to $143,893.28.  Motion carried with Councilman McGuigan abstaining from voting on the bill to Porretta Builders.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.
***************

Adjournment

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 7:24 p.m.   

***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved: 02/13/14
