OPEN HOUSE

o Small town is lacking charm except for Bay Ave TRAFFIC/TRANSPORTATION
o Bay Avenue land-use issues for growth «  Walking by Bay Avenue
o Bay Avenue recieves $1 million grant - spent o Speeding
$10,000 to study
o Pockets of parking like the waterfront plan
General o Bay Avenue Parking
o Hotel/Motel demand? o 800 Avenue... valet parking in city lots
o Length of season - not all year round «  Paid parking in municipal lots
o Keep town going all year round o Cross Easements
o Smoke-free parks - now full of cigarette butts o No parking on easements and outings
o Embrace heritage o Enforce

o Welove the park, ocean, good old days.

o Welove the bike path

Housing

o Need stronger enforcement on rental properties/
drugs/who’s in these properties?

o Start rental registration fees
o Open dialogue between housing and Dept of Ed.

o Cap the number of apartments

Public Participation: Somers Point Open House Somers Point Open House
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Public Workshop Presentation
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VISION WORKSHOPS

The vision workshops were organized as follows:

o Introduction & Presentation of Visualization Strategies

After welcoming residents to the Visioning Workshops, consultants presented some background information on
precedents; how changes would affect new development, and the methods that can be used to visualize these changes.

o Breakout Session for the “Mapping Exercise”

Members of the community were invited to point out the general good and bad things about Somers Point. Each were
given a set of different colored sticky notes, on which they could write their ideas and thoughts and then place them
directly on the map of Somers Point in a specific location.

o Breakout Session to work with “Talking Cards”

Members of the community then worked with topic-based “Trading Cards” A facilitator was placed with each group
to briefly explain the process of using the cards. After the cards were passed out, the facilitator lead the group through
each one, explaining the topics and then allowing time for rankings and comments to be written by the participants.
After the cards were discussed and responses were given, the facilitator lead the group in a brief discussion of what
they felt the most important 5 topics were, and what some of the commentswere. A spokesperson was chosen by the
group to represent them.

o Breakout Summary

Each group’s spokesperson had an opportunity to summarize their observations and concerns and share them with the
entire room. Consultants then presented the next steps in the process, including methods for interpreting the collected
information and possible methods for publicly displaying it.



VISION WORKSHOPS

CARD SUMMARY

What are some good things about Somers Point?

Parks

Senior Center

Marinas

Library (we want to keep it) and Historical District

Schools - located well (could be better utilized by
the public)

Golf/Banquet/Condos
Hospital makes it a destination
Harbor Cove

Bar Scene

Opportunity for Development

Small park behind the shopping center on Defeo
Lane

The Beach

Existing parks (but could be better utilized)
Bay Ave

Bike Path

Kern Field

Dog Park

Kennedy Park

Concerts on the beach

Yard Sales

Bay Avenue toward Linwood
Bayfront/Fishing Pier

Kayak Launch

What are some things in Somers Point that could
be better?

Apartments and non-professionally rented
properties

Parking and traffic
Over-industrialized by the bayfront
Abandoned buildings throughout the cities

Lax enforcement of codes (or no enforcement)
Enhancing access for maritime activities

Should promote churches and VA more
Need better Gateways (artistic)

Not good enough at culture yet

Boat Storage

Bay Avenue Utilities

Building Maintenance

Kennedy Access

DRAER0A/A8/12]

Methadone Clinic

Poison Ivy on the Bike Path

Groveland

Sidewalk along the Golf Course

Kern Field Utilization

Rt. 9 is ugly

MacArthur

no continuity on Bay

Dog Parks (people picking up after their dogs)
Litter

There could be more shops and restaurants

Real Estate agents should really sell Somers Point

Other general things that could be improved:

Groveland shopping center

High-end housing community for Business
Owners of Somers Point (currently they all live in
Linwood)

Properties that are vacant and are located next to
each other could be used for parks

Crosswalks along New Rd.

Intersection by Godfather’s needs a crossing guard
or some sort of traffic calming for the children that
walk there when they get out of school.
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o Bay Avenue needs better sidewalks, and maybe
have the powerlines placed underground.

o Sign Guidelines

o Parking lots that are family-friendly (where people
look and slow down/traffic calming).

o The hospital is a good thing - it brings a lot of
economic development to Somers Point in terms
of staff and visitors spending money in town. The
location could be better, but it is what it is.

o We like the golf course and the type of lifestyle
it brings to Somers Point. Keeping that as an
asset is important to the town, particularly the
catering/events facility there, and additional condo
development around it would be good.

o The boat storage sheds on the bayfront are
definitely not the best use there and are in fact an
eyesore, especially as you come over the bridge
from Ocean City.

o The bayfront should continue to be geared toward
marine uses — boating, fishing, etc.

o Gateways are definitely needed at key points as
you enter town, especially on McArthur and Route
9. Attractive wayfinding signage is also needed to
guide visitors to the key points of interest.

o The “apartment complexes” are a nuisance and
should be replaced by new market-rate housing.

THE VIEWS REPORT
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CARD WORKSHOPS

Commercial Areas & Gateways

Mixed-Use Building

National Retail Chain

Pad Commerce

Single-Story Building
Apartments Over-The-Shop

Gateway Features
Rear Parking Lot
Signs

Defined Crossings
Marked Entrances
On-Street Parking
Traffic

Front Parking Lot
Landscaped Buffer
Public Art

Trees

%YES

94%
53%
47%
72%
56%
83%
58%
80%
89%
78%
33%
36%
39%
86%
86%

72%

%NO

6%
47%
50%
25%
42%
11%
36%
11%
11%
8%
58%
44%
39%
6%
6%
22%

Downtown & the Waterfront Neighborhoods

%YES  %NO %YES  %NO
Historic Buildings 89% 6% Historic Buildings 86% 8%
Maritime Activities 94% 0% National Retail Chain 17% 72%
Mixed-Use Building 94% 3% New Development 50% 39%
Pad Commerce 17% 67% Single-Story Buildings 67% 19%
Large Buildings 6% 94% Buildings of Different Sizes 53% 25%
Public Access 94% 0% Parking Lots 33% 44%
Signs 94% 0% Porches 83% 0%
Small Buildings 78% 14% Schools 69% 8%
Bike Lanes 72% 22% Bike Lanes 50% 39%
Crosswalks 89% 6% On-Street Parking 72% 17%
On-Street Parking 69% 25% Shared Driveways 36% 42%
Shared Parking 89% 3% Traffic 28% 44%
Parking Lot 64% 28% Landscaped Buffer 69% 19%
Plazas 53% 33% Parks 89% 0%
Pocket Park 86% 3% Playgrounds 78% 17%
Public Art 83% 14% Street Trees 75% 17%
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THE VIEWS REPORT

21



VISION WORKSHOPS

GOOD AND BAD OF SOMERS POINT

Near the circle
BAD:

Fix the lighting
Old Town Marts - eyesore,

wasted space - Arts Center
possible

Marinas and Restaurants
BAD:

Boat Storage along Bay Ave
must go!

Tow boat commercial equipment
not in sync with waterfront, next

to old Inslet restaurant.

Corrugated Metal Marina
building.

Lot next to Bayshores Il

Bay Avenue Marina Boats in
storage.

Bay Ave. Area
BAD:

Bay Ave utility should be under-
ground

Gateway Theater improvements
needed

Open the waterfront on Bay Ave

for pedestrian and recreational
use
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GOOD:

Small restaurants and shops along
Bay Avenue.

Clam Bar/Around Back

Love the Waterfront

Bay Ave. Restaurants are Great.
Fishing Pier Should Stay
Harbor Cove Marina

Hospital

GOOD:

Morrow Beach a positive channel,
Needs dredging

Water Taxi
Marina’s

Keep Maritime Activities on the
waterfront

Shore Rd. Area
BAD:

Too many disrespectful renters
and uncaring landlords. Code
enforcement on rentals.

Parking too close to corners

Kennedy Park
BAD:

Kennedy Park needs improve-
ment and better access to
Broadway.

Better utlization of Kennedy.
Upgrade facilities.

GOOD:

Could have a package of things to
doin SP

more benches to sit all over town

Miss the firehouse breakfast

This is Good. Restaurants on Shore.

Thriving Bar/Restaurant Scene.

Library/Location

GOOD:
Kenndedy Park kayak launch.

Use of part of park as dog park.

MacArthur Boulevard & The Golfcourse Area
BAD:

Cluttered Residential Properties
Trash

Need more destination Retail outlets. Trader Joes?
X-walk at NYNY and Rt. 9 for school.

Traffic intersection
MacArthur Blvd needs to be mowed regularly

Develop main entryway/MacArthur & Rt.9

Neighborhoods
BAD: GOOD:

Do our taxes go up? Senior Center and playground
| wish this would change - Exton
Rd.

What to do with Park?

Rt.9

BAD: GOOD:
Not enough small shops Rt. 9 is great for having what
you need, but it is mostly ugly
and few people come from out
of town there, except for Fitz-
partick’s

Groveland strip mall needs a
makeover

Ocean Buffet Restaurant isn't
successful here
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Near Kern Field
BAD:

Methadone center needs to GO

North-end of Rt. 9
BAD:

Traffic Control Rite Aid Area
No more apartments

Promotion of churches

Bike Path
BAD:

Poison Ivy along the bike path

North Bay Ave.
BAD:

Clean up litter everywhere

GOOD:

Schools

Ball Field

Veterans Park

Great facility, but needs improve-

ment to bring more people and
increase security.

GOOD:

Walkway

Shopping

High-end community housing

Location & variety, Shopping
Acme Plaza

Veterans Group

GOOD:
Bike path is great. Could be

better with community art
projects and comfort stations.

GOOD:
Walkway

Marsh walkway Maryland to
Ocean Ave.

Good Neighborhood
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